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How to Use This Book

Practicing Critical Thinking Skills

Critical thinking comes naturally to young children. They learn autonomy
through exploration, observe their environment using logic and reasoning,
try new things, and think creatively. As children grow and enter an academic
setting, some of their natural curlosity and problem-solving instincts are not
engaged as often as they could be. This practice book encourages children to
“think about their thinking” through creative, analytical, and evaluative tasks,
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.
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Furts Abovt Drear Aniembs

Read All About It

The reading selections: provide
context for the theme-based activities
that follow themn: Children read the
selections, paying altention to the
phatos, and discuss the foples with a
parent or friend,

Tell What You Know

The aclivifies on thase poges
provide opportunities far children
fo connect their knowledge and
opiniens to the topic. Encourage
your child to think aboul his or her
experiences and supper! his or her
curiosity by discussing the questions
and fopics logether.
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Critical Thinking Activities

The gifical thinking activifies
are designed to engage children
In opplicafion, analysis, synthesls,
ond evalualive tasks, The cross-
curricular activiies present sclence,
math, soclal studies, and
languoge arts content,

Art Projects and Hands-on Activities Folied Pype, Airplane

e s 1,

The art projects and hands-on activities o T o
provide children with oppartunities to use
grifical thinking skills to creale. Encourage
your child 16 tap into his or her creativity
and innovation and to have fun with the
honds-on acfivities. After your child
completes each project, discuss the steps
token fo create it. Encourage your child
I explain what ha o she enjoyed mos!
and why,
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Wild Cats

r

¥ It's Done! cheok cach activity as you complete it.
I:l Read All About It D Construct

Focts About Wild Cats........... 8 Tiger Tidbits ..o 4
|:I Tell What You Know I:l Decode

Wild e ramamnsis Chestah Code.................. 75
D Tell What You Know D Compute

W BT iiansiinsniie 10 TopSpeed....coiinn 16
[:l Solve D Draw

Word Squares.................... n How to Draw a lion........... 17
D Construct D Create

L o R — 12 Pop-Uplon .....coocernninnnn 18
[:l Produce

What Do You Think?............. 13

How many different big cats are pictured on
pages 9-18?

How many big cats have you seen in real life?

Animals



Facts About Wild Cats

Read about wild cats. Then answer the questions on the following pages.

Do you have a pet cat or know
someone who does? Pets are tame,
but they are still like their big, wild
relatives in some ways. They have sharp
claws and keen eyesight, and when given
the chance, they will hunt, stalking and
pouncing on mice or birds.

In the wild, there are many types of
wild cats. There are cougars, cheetahs,
lions, leopards, and bobcats, to name a
few. All of them are carnivorous and all
hunt for their food. Each cat is adapted to
the environment in which it lives.

Let’s take a lock at two of the big wild
cats: the tiger and the black panther*.
Tigers and black panthers have
similarities. They both have fur, sharp
claws and teeth, and long tails, Both are
good hunters and usually hunt at night.
Unlike our pet cats, both of these big cats
like water and
will swim,

Although
they are similar
in many ways,
they also have
differences.
Siberian tigers

are the largest
purebred wild
cat. They have
yellow eyes,
orange and

black fur, black
stripes, and white
stomachs. Black
panthers are smaller,
with black and
brown fur and
emerald green eyes
They are both
solitary animals.
Tigers ure more
territorial than black
panthers, While
both wild cats roar,
the tiger has a variety of
vocallzations. It can roar, moan, hiss,
and growl

Tigers usually hunt for large prey such
as deer, buffalo, antelope, and wild boar.
Black panthers also hunt deer, but they
hunt a lot of smaller animals such as
tapirs, warthogs, birds, and rabbits. Tigers
use their strong bodies to jump high in
the air. They can leap a distance of over
five meters, Black panthers use their
claws and strong legs to climb up into the
trees, sometimes carrying their prey.

Think about other wild cats you know,
Compare them to the tiger or the black
panther. Are they alike or different?
*The animal we call the black panther is a wwpe of leopard

when found in Asia and Africn and o type of jaguar in
South America.



SKILLS: cempere, enclyze, consirucs, duduce

Wild Cats

Write something that Is true about tigers but not true about panthers.

Write something that Is true about leopards but not true about lions.

Unscramble the letters to find the names of big cats. Then write the words in the grid.
RITGE
GUGARO

COBBAT

ONIL

GURAJA

AHECTEH

PEDRALO

NEFARHT

Carson went to a wildlife First:
park. He saw tigers before he

saw llons. He saw cheetahs  Second:
after he saw jaguars, He saw

cheetahs before tigers. In Third:
what order did Carson see

the 4 kinds of cats? Fourth:




If you had one each of the big cats listed,
how much would they weigh altogether?

pounds
(600 ka)

How much heavler is a lion than a cheetah?

pounds
(126 kg)

How much heavier is a tiger than a cougar?

pounds
(168 kg)

How much heavier is a leopard than a bobeat?

pounds
(59 ka)

AKi1lLl5: compute, reason, compara

Cat Average Weight
| Bobcat | 201bs. (9kg)
Cheetah | 120 Ibs. (54 kg)
| Cougar 130 Ibs. (59 kg)
Lecpard | 150 Ibs. (68 kg)

[ Lion 400 Ibs. (180 kg)

Tiger | 500 Ibs. (227 kg)

Imagine that you have a scale,
Your job is to make the scale balance.

There is a lion on one side.
Which 3 cats do you put on the other side?

Thera are 2 tigers on one side. You put several
of the same kind of cat on the other side.

Kind of cat: How many:

Which 3 cats weigh 300 pounds (136 kg) altogethar?

" Which ts heavier? Circle it.
5 cheetahs or 1 tiger

7 leopards or 2 figers

12 bobeats or 2 cougars

4 cougars or 3 leopards

S leopards or 2 lions
6 cheetahs or 5 lecpards
3 tigers or 5 lions




SKILLS: analyze, craate

Word Squares hmwnsmes

Find more eight-letter words and make
your own word squares.




Snills: eaxplain, give your opinien

The Signs =<'S e

1. Jedy is confused about the signs. She understands
that 7.5 is bigger than 7.48, but she can't remember
which symbol goes in the sentence:

75 748

Help Jody by completing the math sentence. Then
write a way Jody can remember which symbel to
use and what the symbol means.

ra

. Ken and Stacy were arguing about this math
sentenca:

7=70

Ken says that the = sign is the only symbeol that
works to make it a true sentence. Stacy, however,
believes that there are other symbaols that could be
used to also make a true sentence, Do you agree
or disagree with Stacy? Write to explain why you
agree or disagres,

w

Daryl eouldn’t figure oul the following math sentence:
42 429

Help Daryl by explaining a strategy he can use to
compare these numbers,




SKILLS: give your cplnion, ¢lassify, tampose

What Do You Think?

What do you think it means to get the "lion’s share” of something?

What is something that you would like to have the lion's share of?

There are more lions than cheetahs.

The Happytown Zoo has fewer

cheetahs than it has lions
: P AR AR R PR Thera are fewer jaguars than cheetahs.

It has more jaguars than

S
it has cheetahs. Thera are fewer jaguars than lions.

Write T if the statement is true. There are more jaguars than lions.
Write F if the statement is false.
Write C if you can’t be sure. — There are more cheelahs than lions.

Finish the tongue twisters.

Leo Lion loves

Tia the Tiger tried

Carl Cougar could




A1LL5: combine, use context, infar

Tiger Tidbits

For each clug, find the two halves of the word to form the answer, Then write the
word in the column with the same number as the clue. The first one is done for you.
When you are finished, write the letters that are in the shaded boxes to answer the
question.

SIL IsL ANl ISH IVE VAN ACT ATT ACK LAR PER
KEE TER ENT AND MAL HUN FeR ORA E6F GER NGE

CLUES 2

1. & woodland habitat of
tigers

2. a predaior

3. of a greater size than !

2 3 4 §8 & 7 8 9 10 11

e

| O

other wild cats

4. o disappear
5.mzo0_____ or
_animal caretaker
6. A nocturnal animal
s___ atnight
7. land surrounded by What do tigers have |
water, like Sumatra under their striped fur? |
8. doesn't make & sound
9. After slalking prey,
2 tiger wil : T
10. not & vegetable or 2 F % ¥ 8

a mineral

11. & color of some




SKILLS: apply, preduce
Decode

Use the code below to figure out
Cheetah Code v omovogno

OWw bPes mEO4=E=RY O



SKILLS: compare, ordar

Top Speed

MaryAnn Is learning about cheetahs. She discovered that a
cheetah's top running speed is 70 miles per hour (113 km per
hour). She wanted to compare this to other animals. This chart
shows the top speeds of cheetahs and other animals in the world.

Animal

; Black mamba snake
| Chestah

Chicken

Grayhound

Lion

Pronghorn antelope
Warthog

| Zebra

Use the chart to answer the following questions.

+ Which animal or animals have a top speed that is more
than three timas as fast as a black mamba snake?

« About how many times faster is a cheetah than a chicken?

= |f these animals were in a race, which animal would finish first? Fourth? Last?




How to
Draw a Lion

Follow the steps to draw a lion.

= N

)




SKILL: construct

Pop-Up Lion

Follow these steps:

1. Remove page 12 from the book.
Cut out the lion’s head and body
along the outer bluck lines.

2. Make the head:

a. Fald the head in half on fold 1 with
the black lines on the outside.

b. Cut the nose and mouth lines
while the head is folded In half.

. Fold lines 2 and 3 away from you
and then toward you.

d. Unfold the head. Push the nose
up until the head folds flat.

3. Make the body:
a. Fold the body in half with the

hlack lines on the outside.

b. Make folds 2 and 3 while the
body is folded in half.

c. Unfold the body. Reverse the
folds and pull the top part
forward.

4. Now remove page 21 from the book.

Fold the page in half. Apply glue to
the marked places on the lion's head
and body. Fit the folds carefully into
the crease. Put the lion in the fold. Let
dry. Display your Pop-Up Lion.
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