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2. BEROXEPERIC i o,
DT, EETHAETE Wiait bn shisuluan?
6‘t§‘_:< JELEEL Shamisen is a traditional Japanese musical instrument
EL&2. F milar to a guitar. It has three strings, and is played with

\.

a pick shaped like a spatula. The shamisen is used to
accompany traditional Japanese folk songs and bunraku
narrations. There are several different types depending
on the neck size.
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What are some differences
" between the guitar and the
shamisen?

Fo—rTHALYSRINT?

A. The biggest difference is that the shamisen

uses animal skins for the resonator surface,
$0 its mechanism is more like that of a banjo. Also,
the shamisen neck doesn't have frets, and has a part
that intentionally touches the thickest string, which
creates a distinctive distortion sound.
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