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Introduction

This book is a collection of activities for pair and small group
conversation practice. It is designed to be used with a wide range
of intermediate level students of English as a second or foreign
language. The format of the activities puts the focus on the students,
rather than the teacher. At the same time, the activities are de-
signed to be nonthreatening to even the most reserved students.
They are also enjoyable for both students and teachers, and they

are easy for any teacher to implement.

A special feature of these activities is that they will develop
strategic conversation skills. These are skills that go along with
linguistic and sociolinguistic skills (grammay, vocabulary and
usage). Strategic skills help the speaker/ listener keep a conversation
going to its natural or desired conclusion. These skills include:



beginning a conversation
clarifying something
interrupting someone
rephrasing something
correcting someone

eliciting information
soliciting attention

repairing a conversation
summarizing a conversation
escaping from a conversation
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ending a conversation

vi ¢ Introduction

The format of this book is quite simple. Each activity has three
parts: a teacher’s introduction, a student’s introductory exercise,
and pair or small group practice.

¢ The teacher’s introduction is very short. It is located in the
Appendix.

¢ The student’s introductory exercise focuses on the words
and expressions students need to carry out the activity.
The students can do this individually and then check it

with a partner.

¢ The pair or small group practice makes use of information-
gap and other interactive formats.

It is not necessary to follow the order of the activities in this book.
Each activity is complete and does not depend on another activity.
However, Activity 1, “Rejoinders,” is a good place to begin, because
the rejoinders can be used in virtually all of the other activities.
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On Strategic Competence

The communicative approach seems to be well-established
now in the profession of language teaching. It’s a hard one to
argue against since, after all, the purpose of language learning
and language itself does seem to be communication. Language
is the medium, not the message. At the same time, the notion of
competence has become attached to the term “communication”
to suggest that there are identifiable abilities and skills that
communicators need to master. It's easy to see that linguistic
competence is one area of competency: Learners need to
pronounce well, follow grammatical rules, and learn a lot of
words. We also know that as learners become proficient in the
basic linguistic skills. they also need to develop competence
in the socio-linguistic dimension of language use so that they
communicate in culturally and socially appropriate ways.
Contemporary teaching materials do try to help the learners
develop these competencies.

In recent years, another dimension of communicative
competence has become recognized and labeled-strategic
competence. It is an area that still lacks the precise definition
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of a formal grammar or a functional syllabus or even a
sociolinguistic description of social levels of language use.
However, it does seem to be a competency area that needs to be
learned and taught. There are words, phrases, and conventions
that are used as two speakers engage in the active give-and-
take of communicating through conversation. Some features
of this competency area may be common from one language
to another, but some may be different, and the difference can
interfere with the success of a language user. For example,
we all make mistakes or grope for a word as we use language,
even our native language, but there are effective and ineffective
ways of repairing a faulty utterance or paraphrasing a missing
lexical item. Learners need awareness of and practice in these
strategic competencies.

We at Pro Lingua Associates have not seen many materials
that feature conversation practice and also bring strategic
competencies to the learner’s attention. So, when David and
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Peggy Kehe sent us their manuscript, it caught our eye
because that seemed to be what their conversation activities
were doing. They had developed a series of pair and group
activities for use in Japan to help students become better at
conversational fluency. But more than that, their activities
addressed the area of strategic competency in English.

We are pleased to have found this delightful and very useful
book, and we think you will find that these activities will bring
a new dimension into your language classes and programs.

RCC for Pro Lingua Learning
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Activity One ¢ Rejoinders ¢ 1

¢ Rejoinders ¢

Happy Sad
That’s great! That’s too bad.
Terrific! I'm sorry to hear that.
Wonderful! Oh, no!

Interested Surprised
I see. You’re kidding!
That’s nice. I can’t believe it!
Oh, yeah? Oh, really!/ Oh, really?

See the teacher’s introduction on page 129.

Introductory Exercise
Fill in the blanks with the phrases in bold type.

I see That’s great That’s too bad
1. A: Hi, how was the tennis match?
2. B: T won!
3. A: ! Who did you play with?
4. B: My brother.
5.A: ;
6. B: But after the game, he fell down and hurt his leg.
‘.

A:
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2 ¢ Activity One #® Rejoinders

yveah Isee That’s nice

8. B: I just talked to my father on the phone.

9. A: Oh, ?
10. B: He decided to go to Wisconsin instead of Florida for his vacation.
11. A: Oh, really?




1Z. B: And he said he's really busy at work these days.
13. A:

I'm sorry to hear that Wonderful kidding

14. A: Guess what the doctor told me. I'm going to have a baby!
15. B: You're !

16. A: And he said I'm in good health.

17..B: !

18. A: And he said you should start doing some of the housework.
19. B: Oh,

Terrifie Oh, no can’t believe it
20. A: We're having problems with the car again
21. B: ! What’s the matter this time?
22, A: It won't start.
23. B: 1 ! We just had it repaired last week.
24. A:T've got an idea. Let's get a new car.
25. B: !
Activity One 4 Rejoinders ¢

Student A

Step 1. Say these sentences to Student B. Student B will respond
with a rejoinder.

. My friend broke her leg while skiing.

. I have one brother and one sister.

. My sister lost her cell phone again.

. My father is a famous movie star.

A friend of mine was taken to the hospital last night.

O W o

Step 2. Listen to Student B and choose a correct rejoinder.

6. That’s nice.
Really?
7. That’s great!
I’'m sorry to hear that.
8. Terrific!
I can’t believe it!
9. You’re kidding!
Oh. yeah?
10. Oh, no!
I see.

Step 3. First fill in the blanks. Then say these sentences to Student B,
who will respond with a rejoinder. Also, listen to Student B
and respond with a rejoinder.

. I don’t feel well today.

. I heard there will be two days off from school next week.

I like cars.

. I'm going to play basketball in the next Olympics.

. My brother is s

11. We have a new teacher named Mr. Smith at our school.

13. I had a car accident, and the police took away my driver’s license.
15. I have a date with tonight.

© =10
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17. Last night I drank five gl of in one hour.
19. Two days ago, I bought a pencil.

Step 4. Take turns with your partner. One person tells about a
recent travel experience, and the other gives rejoinders.

4 ¢ Activity One 4 Rejoinders

Student B

Step 1. Listen to Student A and choose a correct rejoinder.
1. That’s great!
That’s too bad.
2. That’s nice.
Oh, no!
3. Isee.
I can’t believe it!
4. Sorry to hear that.
Terrific!
5. Is that right?
O, no!

Step 2. Say these sentences to Student A. Student A will respond
with a rejoinder.

6. My little brother likes fruit.

7. T'm going to Hawaii for two years.

8. My neighbor was arrested by the police this morning.

9. I think there was a ghost in my bedroom last night.
10. Somebody took my new jeans at the laundromat.

Step 3. First fill in the blanks. Then listen to Student A and respond
with a rejoinder. Also, say these sentences to Student A,
who will respond with a rejoinder.

2. In elementary school, I was the best student in my class.
4. I caught a terrible cold last weekend.
6
8

. I'm taking a trip to on my next vacation.
. The radio said that it's going to snow in
tonight.
10. It takes me minutes to get to school every day.

12. I have a pet dog and a pet >

14. T would like to work at a software company someday.
16. Idrink every day.

18. I am going to have a baby.

20. I'm going to buy a new notebook tomorrow.

Step 4. Take turns with your partner. One person tells about a
recent travel experience, and the other gives rejoinders.
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Activity Two ¢ Follow-Up Questions ¢ 5

AND WHAT ELSE DID.
STEVE

w

AYABOUT ME?




¢ Follow-Up Questions ¢

What ?  What kind of ?
Where ?  How long/far/late/big ?
When ?

See the teacher’s introduction on page 129.

Introductory Exercise One
Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases in bold type.

Where Oh, really see What

. A: (Question) What time did you go to bed last night?

. B: (Answer) At midnight.

. A: (Rejoinder & follow-up) ? That's late!
were you doing until midnight?

. B: (Answer) I had a date.

. A: (Rejoinder & follow-up) 1
did you go?

6. B: (Answer) We went to a party at a friend’s house.

W o -
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6 ¢ Activity Two # Follow-Up Questions
kidding kind of very long
How many no 30 Really
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. A: We have a test tomorrow.

8 B: ? What test?
9. A:It's on some difficult vocabulary.
10. B: Oh. ! How are

you going to study for it?
11. A: Four or five hours.

12. B: You're ! words
are on the test?
13. A: About words, and they are hard.

Introductory Exercise Two

Think of answers, rejoinders, and follow-up questions, and write them
in the following blanks.

14, A: (Question) What kind of job do you want in the future?
15. B: (Answer)

16. A: (Rejoinder & follow-up)
17. B: (Answer)
18. A: (Rejoinder & follow-up)
19. B: (Answer)

20. A: (Question) Do you have a roommate?
21. B: (Answer)
22. A: (Rejoinder & follow-up)
23. B: (Answer)




24. A: (Rejoinder & follow-up)
25. B: (Answer)
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Index to Conversation Strategies
Numbers indicate page number.
Active Listening: 1, 9, 95
Agreement: 79

Changing the topic: 17

Clarification request: 25, 29, 41, 49, 57, 61, 65, 89, 103
Comprehension check: 29, 37, 49, 65, 89, 99
Confirmation check: 9, 13, 29, 49, 65, 89, 95, 103
Conventions; meeting: 99

Conventions; telephone conversation: 7.3
Correcting appropriately: 61

Disagreement: 79

Ending a conversation: 17, 69

Escaping from a conversation: 33

Explaining with details: 45

Exploring lexical “holes™: 53
Expressing opinions: 79, 83

Finding lexical “holes™: 53

Including others: 37

Initiating a conversation: 69
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Paraphrasing: 53, 95
Preventing breakdowns: 21, 29, 49, 53, 65, 89, 95

Probability expressions: 27

Reflective listening: 47

Repairing breakdowns: 9, 13, 29, 49, 53, 65, 89
Rephrasing: 29, 53

Requesting appropriately: 33

Responding with details: 108

Soliciting information: 78



Soliciting Others’ Opinions: 5, 17, 37, 83, 89
Summarizing: 95

Sustaining the conversation: I, 5, 17, 37, 41, 69, 79, 83, 89, 108

Understanding response: 95

Volunteering to speak: 108

Copyrighted Material

Other books from Pro Lingua Learning ¢ 147

Also by David and Peggy Kehe

4 Basic Conversation Strategies — A strategy, such as asking
for clarification or showing understanding, is practiced in pairs,
then used in activities such as role plays. Builds strong listening
skills vital to beginning and low-intermediate ELLs.

4 Discussion Strategies — Carefully structured pair and small
group work at the advanced-intermediate level. Excellent preparation
for students who will participate in academic or professional work
that requires effective participation in discussion and seminars.

4 Writing Strategies: A Student-Centered Approach —
Two texts jam-packed with writing activities. Each covers 4 modes
of writing. Book One (Advanced Intermediate) teaches Description,
+ Narration, * Exposition, and *+ Comparison and Contrast. Book
Two (Advanced) covers Process, * Cause/Effect, * Extended Definition,
and * Argumentation. Coordinated with these lessons are Fluency
Writing Exercises and lessons on Grammar Problems and Terminology.

4 Write after Input: Developing Paragraphs and
Compositions from Listenings and Readings — An
intermediate-level text. Entertaining, student-centered activities
lead the learner inductively to better writing.

4 The Grammar Review Book — The text helps students who
have learned English by ear to recognize and correct the fossilized
grammatical errors typical of “street English,” improving their writing.

4 Cultural Differences: Read, Discuss, and Write — A
content-based college/university preparation course introducing
and giving practice in using a wide range of academic skills. The
content is focused on a neglected area of language-culture studies:
the conflicts that can occur when learners don’t really understand
each other’s language and culture.

Also explore these books af ProLingual.earning.com

4 Lessons on Life, Learning, and Leadership — Critical thinking

4 Dictations for Di i 4 Busi C nication Str:

4 A Phrasal Verb Affair - over 200 phrasal verbs used in a soap opera.

¢ The ESL Miscellany — Grammatical information, vocabulary
topics, cultural information, miscellaneous material (punctuation rules,
spelling rules, abbreviations, maps, gestures, etc.). A great teacher
resource for developing discussion topics and other lesson materials.
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