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Introduction

(A RC‘M{)’) SC+) Time
TrdVe|-'

e

Picture this: you're trying to eat breakfast in a
castle dining hall, just like we'll see later when
we talk about the grandeur of castle life. The
ceiling is so high you're pretty sure a bird could
fly around up there. A servant plops a giant
hunk of bread on your plate, while someone
across the table gnaws on a roast chicken...
with their hands. Suddenly—BANG!—the sound
of a trumpet echoes through the hall. A knight
clanks in, armor squeaking, and half the kids at
the table whisper, “Whoa."

Welcome to the Middle Ages, where castles
were like skyscrapers of stone, knights were the
action heroes, and life was anything but boring,
as you will see later when we dive deeper into
how life in the Middle Ages really was.
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‘:5\A/}\7' This Book is Different

Most history books? Packed with dusty dates
and endless facts. Yawn.

This book? Totally different. Perfect for curious
readers ages 8-12, it's stuffed with fun ways to
step right into the Middle Ages:

Jump into hilarious “imagine-you're-there”
adventures that drop you straight into
medieval life.

Short, bite-sized chapters so you'll never feel
trapped in the dungeon of boredom.

Weird trivia and quirky side stories that
show the Middle Ages in ways you won't see
in a school textbook.

Cartoon-style illustrations that make castles,
knights, and medieval towns spring to life.

Riddles, games, and brain-boosters to
challenge your knightly skills.

History doesn’'t have to be boring—it can be
an adventure. Ready to grab your sword (or
maybe just a snack) and dive in?

10 Unboring Medieval Castles and Knights for Kids
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Kni 3‘\‘} ho'dihs a sidh'f book instead of a sword, bokihs
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© \A/\\a'l' Youll ExPeriehce

In this book, you'll:

Stomp through the echoing halls of real
medieval castles.

Train as a page, then a squire, then (finally!)
a knight.

Peek into tournaments where knightsjousted
and sometimes fell flat on their faces.

Discover siege tricks like sneaky tunnels,
giant catapults, and..stinky surprises.

Meet lords, ladies, and everyday folks who
kept the castles running.

Explore legends of dragons, heroes, and
magical swords.

Watch as castles faded out of history but
left behind amazing stories.

[TSide Stories Preview

Here's a taste of the quirky bits waiting for you:

Some castle toilets dropped waste straight
into the moat. Yuck!

Knights didn't wear shiny armor every day
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sometimes they wore chainmail pajamas.

« Some castles had trapdoors that dropped
intruders into dark, scary pits.

?thorihs Ridc“es Preview

You'll also crack some tricky riddles along the
way. For example:

| have walls but no roof, knights guard me
day and night. What am 1?

| shine in battle but clank when | walk. Who
am [7?

| breathe fire in legends but never really
existed. What am 1?

(Answers are in the back of the book—but no
peeking until the end!)

bRedéy to Time Travel?

Grab your imaginary sword and polish your
helmet. We're about to storm the gates of
history together. Get ready to laugh, learn, and
shout:

“Wait... history is actually cool?!”



Villnsers buld a wooden no++e-dhd'boi|e7 castle with lo gs

while a lord ?oih'ts ?roodly.
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Chapter 1

The Rise of Castles and
\I\A\Y Stone Towers T ook
OVer +he Middle A 9es

—

68 The thorihs 5+or7

Imagine walking through a field in the early Middle
Ages, just like you saw before with the wooden
motte-and-bailey castles. Instead of a stone fortress,
you see a wooden tower surrounded by a fence
of sharpened logs. Villagers huddle inside while
guards with spears keep watch. These early wooden
fortresses, known as motte-and-bailey castles, were
quickly constructed but also promptly destroyed by
fire.

Fast forward a century, and as you will see later in
the chapter, stone begins to replace wood. Now
towering keeps rise above the landscape, with
thick walls, hidden staircases, and moats filled with
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muddy water. Suddenly, castles become symbols of
power. Whoever controlled the castle controlled the
surrounding land.

Castles spread across Europe like mushrooms after
rain, as we will see again later on in the chapter.
They weren't just military bases; they were centers
of government, trade, and protection. Lords built
them to quard rivers, crossroads, and farmland. For
ordinary villagers, as we will see again later, seeing
a stone tower on the horizon meant safety—or
sometimes taxes.

A \wse stone castle towering over farmland, with
villagers plowing fields while km’s\ws ride hearby.
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& Side Stories

The word “castle” comes from the Latin
castellum, meaning “fortified place.”

The first stone castles often had just one big
square tower, called a keep.

William the Conqueror built hundreds of
castles across England after 1066 to keep
control.

Many castles began as wooden forts and
were rebuilt in stone over generations.

AWait... \A/%a-l'?-'

Some lords used prisoners or captured
enemies as construction workers. Yikes.

In Ireland, some castles had wallsso thick you
could ride a horse through secret passages
inside them.

Early castles often had no toilets—you had
to go in a bucket!
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@Level “up Reca‘)

Castles began as wooden motte-and-bailey
forts.

Stone castles replaced them, offering more
strength and power.

Castles controlled land, trade, and people’s
daily lives.

They were both fortresses and symbols of
authority.

BUnborin 9 Riddles

T

| began as wood, but stone made me strong.
| guarded the land and lasted a long time.
What am 1?

. I'm tall, square, and hard to attack. I'm the

heart of the castle. What am |?

. After 1066, it spread rapidly across England.

Who am |, built by William the Conqueror’s
command?

18 Unboring Medieval Castles and Knights for Kids



V.’llasers crossing a drawbrid ge intoa bus+|ih3 castle

cour+7ldrd, c\m’ckehs “d‘)?ihs eVeryw}\ere.
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